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for Kirkwood .... Before the next day
had come, and the spell was over, many of those
who had helped to do it, deeply regretted it,
and would have undone it if they could.''

A combination of circumstances in connec-
tion with the adroit use of the name of the
"War Governor" without his knowledge, swept
the nomination that "General Weaver had so
ardently coveted, and had so clearly and hon-
estly won .... out of his hands and his
whole course in life [was thereby] changed."

After General Weaver's death in 1912 James
S. Clarkson, long the editor of The Iowa State
Register and prominent in the Eepublican
party of the State, recorded his recollection
and judgment of the convention of 1875. He
felt at the time, and had felt ever since that
Weaver "was treated unjustly .... and
given ample provocation for the course that he
afterwards took. I have always believed, too,
that the unjust action of that Convention
caused in the end as much of loss to the Eepub-
lican party as it did to General Weaver. For
at that time he was already one of the two or
three strongest men in mental force, debating
power and popular influence in the Eepublican
party in Iowa; and if he had been given the
nomination for Governor then, for which he
had an unquestionable majority of the dele-
gates when the Convention met, he would have